Agencies Work To Identify Medicare Part B Penalty Relief Eligibles 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services is working with the Department of Defense and the Social Security Administration to identify all beneficiaries who are affected by new legislation that would prevent (or remove) penalties if they didn't enroll in Medicare Part B when they first became eligible at age 65.  This was a provision of Section 625 of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003: Waiver of Part B Late Enrollment Penalty for Certain Military Retirees; Special Enrollment Period.

Members of the military retired community who have Medicare Part A but are not enrolled in Medicare Part B may enroll in Part B without a premium surcharge during a special enrollment period that will be announced on the TRICARE web site: www.tricare.osd.mil. Though the start date is not known, it will continue through Dec. 31, 2004.

Those eligible individuals entitled to Medicare Part B between January 2001-December 2004 and are paying more than $66.60 a month for Medicare Part B will see their premiums reduced to $66.60 beginning January 2004 and refunds will be made for any excess premiums paid. The reduction and refund will be done automatically.
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