CAP Affords Retirees Opportunity to Continue Supporting Country 

With a much higher awareness of the need for homeland security and the potential threats that now exist, Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is playing a role in homeland security and is looking for senior members to join the effort.  That's the word from Robin Hunt, CAP chief of membership development, who noted that since the organization was created a week before Pearl Harbor, the organization has come full-circle as it prepares to play a vital role once again in homeland security through the new initiatives being established.
Now, the auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, the CAP is a force multiplier in critical homeland security efforts, Hunt said.  Members have excellent air/ground observation and communications assets at their disposal to provide aerial reconnaissance, photography and transportation, disaster and damage assessment, and other jobs.  Most recently, CAP members have participated in a number of major exercises and missions. 
CAP is perhaps best known for performing emergency services, including disaster relief, search and rescue and counter drug missions. Over the past five years, CAP has averaged more than 32,000 flying hours per year of reconnaissance and support to counter drug missions for the government's fight against narco-terrorism. All CAP members participating in counter drug activities must pass Drug Enforcement Administration and the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (BICE) background screening. 
CAP performs missions for several federal government agencies, including: the Departments of Defense, Justice, Transportation, Treasury and Agriculture, the Federal Bureau of Investigation; Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Coast Guard; Federal Aviation Administration, Bureau of Immigration and BICE , U.S. Forest Service, Federal Emergency Management Agency, and state and local law enforcement.
Assets include more than 61,000 volunteers--36,000 adult members and more than 25,000 cadet members-- in more than 1,700 communities across the nation.  CAP also possesses a command and control structure that reaches to the local community and supports the Air Force Rescue and Coordination Center and Air Force National Security Emergency Preparedness Agency control centers.
Hunt, noting that the organization is always in need of individuals to perform missions, mentor to young people, and help lead the organization into the exciting future that CAP officials anticipate.  Members of the retiree community who would like more information about joining can find out the name and phone number of the squadrons in their area by going to www.cap.gov.  Children of retirees who want to know more about CAP's Cadet Program, open to youth age 12-18, can also get information at this site. 
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