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Draft  

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
For 

NEW COMBAT ARMS RANGE AT TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA  
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 
Pursuant to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulation for implementing the procedural 
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Part 1500-1508 and the Air Force Environmental Impact Analysis Process (EIAP) regulations 32 CFR 
Part 989, the Air Force has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to identify and assess the 
potential effects on the natural and human environment associated with a new combat arms range at 
Tyndall Air Force Base (AFB), Florida. 

Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the Proposed Action is to improve the ability of the 325th Security Forces Squadron 
(325th SFS) at Tyndall AFB to effectively train military personnel slated for deployment in the use of 
small arms under the Combat Arms Training and Maintenance (CATM) program. The proposed new 
combat arms range is needed due to the operational, safety, and environmental deficiencies of the 
existing combat arms range at the Base. The existing range has no back wall behind the firing line and, 
therefore, can be directly exposed to inclement weather conditions. In addition, the existing range does 
not have adequate ventilation or noise attenuation, and its auger system, which collects the rounds that 
are fired, is over 20 years old and requires regular repairs. Replacing the existing range with the 
proposed new range would eliminate these deficiencies and, therefore, would enhance the readiness of 
deploying military personnel. 

Proposed Action  
Under the Proposed Action, a new fully-contained indoor combat arms range would be constructed and 
operated at Tyndall AFB to support ongoing training and certification of military personnel in the use of 
small arms under the CATM program. The 325th SFS trains approximately 4,000 personnel annually under 
the CATM program, including personnel stationed at Tyndall AFB and personnel from other installations. 
The 325th SFS provides approximately five to eight combat arms training classes per week at Tyndall AFB; 
training is provided on various types of small arms including handguns, shotguns, and rifles that shoot up 
to 7.62-millimeter rounds. The existing combat arms range at Tyndall AFB is a fully-contained outdoor 
range that is not enclosed within a complete building envelope like a fully-contained indoor range. The 
existing range is 18,252 square feet (0.42 acre) and consists primarily of a firing line (21 firing positions), 
side containment, overhead baffles, and a bullet trap. The firing line has an overhead canopy but does 
not have a back wall, that is, it is not enclosed on the side opposite of the direction of fire. The roof of the 
range is not fully enclosed but the overhead baffles contain any fire directed at the roof. Under the 
Proposed Action, the existing range would be demolished after the new range becomes operational. In 
addition to range construction, the Proposed Action analyzed in the attached EA covers the operation of 
the proposed new range at Tyndall AFB. The Proposed Action would have no effect on the type or 
amount of combat arms training that is conducted at Tyndall AFB, with respect to the number of 
personnel trained or rounds fired on an annual basis, or the types of small arms used during training. 

Alternatives 
Based on the alternatives screening analysis conducted, only Alternative 1, which is to construct a new 
fully-contained indoor range on the site of the existing range was determined to be a reasonable 
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alternative for the combat arms range at Tyndall AFB. The other alternatives that were considered did 
not meet the purpose of the Proposed Action, or one or more of the selection standards for the range.  

Under Alternative 1, which is the Preferred Alternative, a new fully-contained indoor combat arms range 
would be constructed in an open grassy lot adjacent to the southeastern side of the existing range. The 
new range would be approximately 17,000 square feet (0.39 acre) and enclosed within a complete 
building envelope. The new range would consist of a firing platform, target line, baffle system, and bullet 
trap. It would include noise reduction features, and ventilation systems and other engineering controls 
to minimize the accumulation of airborne lead dust and other contaminants within the interior of the 
range. The Air Force would design and construct the new range based on the criteria and guidance 
presented in the Air Force’s Engineering Technical Letter 11-18, Small Arms Range Design and 
Construction (Air Force, 2011). Additionally, design and construction of the new range must be in 
accordance with Air Force Instruction (AFI) 32-1023, Designing and Constructing Military Construction 
Projects, and AFI 36-2226, Combat Arms Program. Construction of the new range is projected to start in 
2023 and last approximately 10 months. The new range is expected to accommodate the same type and 
amount of combat arms training that is currently conducted at the existing range. Under Alternative 1, 
the existing combat arms range would be demolished after the new range becomes operational. 
Demolition of the existing range is projected to start in 2024 and last approximately 3 months. After 
range demolition, the site of the existing range would remain vacant for the foreseeable future; the 
Proposed Action does not address any potential reuse of the site subsequent to demolition of the range. 

The No Action Alternative is to maintain existing conditions. Under the No Action Alternative, a new 
combat arms range would not be constructed at Tyndall AFB, and the existing combat arms range at the 
Base would not be demolished or substantially modified.  

Environmental Consequences 
Based on the findings of the attached EA, Alternative 1 would have no effect on airspace, geology, 
wetlands, floodplains, land use, infrastructure, utilities, or socioeconomics. Alternative 1 would not have 
disproportionately high or adverse human health or environmental effects on minority or low-income 
populations and would not result in environmental health or safety risks to children. Alternative 1 would 
have impacts that range from negligible to moderate in magnitude on air quality, climate change, noise, 
safety, occupational health, soils, water resources, biological resources, cultural resources, hazardous 
materials/waste, and solid waste; the impacts on these resources would not be significant. When added 
to past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions, Alternative 1 would not have significantly adverse 
cumulative impacts on any resource. 

Mitigation Measures and Required Permits 
For construction of the new combat arms range, the Air Force would be required to obtain an 
Environmental Resource Permit from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) for 
activities in uplands that generate stormwater runoff or otherwise alter surface water flows. If the final 
design requires more than 1 acre of land disturbance, the Air Force would be required to obtain a 
stormwater construction permit from the FDEP, and to prepare and implement an associated 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for the project.  

Within 30 days of ground disturbance, Tyndall Natural Resources would complete a gopher tortoise 
(Gopherus polyphemus) survey at and in the vicinity of the construction site. If any found burrows 
cannot be avoided by 25 feet, the tortoises and any commensal species would be relocated. If gopher 
tortoises are in close proximity to the construction site, silt fencing or some other type of barrier would 
be erected to keep tortoises from moving into the construction area after surveys have been completed. 



3 

Prior to demolition of the existing combat arms range, Tyndall AFB would conduct asbestos containing 
materials (ACM) and lead-based paint (LBP) surveys for the existing range. Any encountered ACM or LBP 
would be remediated and disposed in accordance with Tyndall AFB’s environmental management plans 
and in compliance with all applicable regulations, prior to demolition of the range.  

The construction contractor would be responsible to fulfill its obligation under 29 CFR 1910.120, 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration Standards, Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency 
Response, to address the health and safety of its employees during construction and demolition 
activities under Alternative 1, with respect to worker exposure to hazardous waste and proper 
management of soil and groundwater encountered during construction, including testing, handling, and 
disposal procedures. Management of soil and groundwater encountered during construction would be 
required to be conducted in coordination with the 325th Civil Engineer Squadron/Environmental 
Element, Compliance (325 CES/CEIEC), and in accordance with Tyndall AFB protocols and all applicable 
environmental regulations. If any potential munitions or explosives are encountered during construction 
or demolition activities, the construction contractor would be required to immediately stop work and 
notify the 325 CES/CEIEC. 

The Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight (BEF) at Tyndall AFB would conduct routine air sampling at the 
new range to monitor indoor concentrations of airborne contaminants. The supply and exhaust air 
system of the new range would be operated and maintained to control occupational exposure to air 
contaminants in accordance with applicable exposure regulations. Once the new range is constructed, 
the BEF would conduct an initial hazardous noise survey for the new range. Based on the findings of the 
noise survey, the BEF would identify the administrative and operational controls to be implemented to 
prevent hazardous noise exposure at the range. Instructors at the new range would be required to 
continue to wear double hearing protection, consisting of earplugs and ear muffs. Other personal 
protective equipment requirements for range users would be established by the BEF. 

Public Review and Stakeholder Consultation 
A public notice is being placed in the Panama City News Herald to announce the 30-day availability of 
the draft EA for public review and comment. Copies of the draft EA are being made available for public 
review at the Bay County Public Library and on the Tyndall AFB public website. The Air Force is consulting 
directly with the State Historic Preservation Office and the Native American Tribes who have expressed 
an interest in Tyndall AFB for their ancestral ties. The Florida State Clearinghouse is coordinating state 
review of the draft EA and determining consistency of the Proposed Action with the Florida Coastal 
Management Program. 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
Based on my review of the facts and analysis in the attached EA, I conclude that Alternative 1 would not 
have a significant impact on the natural or human environment either by itself or considering cumulative 
impacts. The requirements of the NEPA, the President’s CEQ, and 32 CFR Parts 651 and 989 have been 
fulfilled. An Environmental Impact Statement is not required and will not be prepared.  

___________________________________ _________________ 

BRIAN S. LAIDLAW Date 
Colonel, USAF  
Commander 
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